
March 15, 2023 



Opening Hymn 

 839 | Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 
 Please Stand 

 
M: O Lord, open my lips. 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

M: The Lord be with you. 
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The opening 

responses 

ask for the 

Lord’s 

gracious 

presence as 

we gather for 

worship. 

Consider the 

third 

response to 

be a blessing 

— first 

spoken by 

the pastor to 

the 

congregation, 

and then by 

the 

congregation 

to the pastor. 
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M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. 
We thank you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless 
us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our 
hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and 
receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our 
living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 Please Be Seated 

 
Let My Prayer Rise Before You 

 Psalm 141 

Psalms play a 

key role in 

evening 

worship. 

Psalm 141 is 

traditionally 

used because 

the theme of 

the Psalm 

focuses on 

evening time. 

It is then 

followed by a 

Psalm that 

fits the 

season of the 

Church. 



Prayer 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in our 
time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and 
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
Psalm 2 

M: Why do the nations conspire 
C: and the peoples plot in vain? 

M: The kings of the earth take their stand 
C: and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his 

Anointed One. 

M: “Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.” 
C: The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 

M: Then he rebukes them in his anger 
C: and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

M: “I have installed my King 
C: on Zion, my holy hill.” 

M: I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: 
C: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your 

Father. 

M: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
C: the ends of the earth your possession. 

M: You will rule them with an iron scepter; 
C: you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

M: Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
C: Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. 

M: Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 
C: and you be destroyed in your way, 

M: for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
C: Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
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Prayer 

M: Lord, keep us safe in the refuge of your anointed Son, so that when 
the nations rage against him, we are not terrified. You have begotten 
him from eternity and have seated him on your throne in heaven. 
Let us see him as he truly is, the One who lives and rules with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Passion History Reading 

Luke 22:54-71 

Peter Disowns Jesus  
Then seizing him [Jesus], they led him away and took him into the 

house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. But when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, 
Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him seated there in the 
firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.”  

But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.  
A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of 

them.”  
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied.  
About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was 

with him, for he is a Galilean.”  
Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as 

he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked 
straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had 
spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me 
three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.  

The Guards Mock Jesus  
The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 

They blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” And 
they said many other insulting things to him.  
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Jesus before Pilate and Herod  
At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief 

priests and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before 
them. “If you are the Christ,” they said, “tell us.”  

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked 
you, you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be 
seated at the right hand of the mighty God.”  

They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?”  
He replied, “You are right in saying I am.”  
Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have 

heard it from his own lips.”  

 
Hymn   

526 | What Wondrous Love Is This 

 
Sermon 

Ezekiel 20:45-49 
Take this Message Seriously 

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, set your face 
toward the south; preach against the south and prophesy against the 
forest of the southland. Say to the southern forest: ‘Hear the word of the 
Lord. This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am about to set fire to you, 
and it will consume all your trees, both green and dry. The blazing flame 
will not be quenched, and every face from south to north will be 
scorched by it. Everyone will see that I the Lord have kindled it; it will 
not be quenched.’ ” 

Then I said, “Ah, Sovereign Lord! They are saying of me, ‘Isn’t he 
just telling parables?’ ” 



Continued on next page 
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Martin 

Luther 

considered 

Mary’s Song 

to be one of 

the greatest 

statements of 

faith in the 

Bible. It is the 

custom of 

the Church to 

use this song 

in evening 

worship as 

we join with 

Mary to 

await the 

fulfillment of 

all God’s 

promises. 

Song of Mary 

 Magnificat 
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The basis of 

this prayer is 

that we seek 

God’s mercy 

in all areas of 

our lives. As 

we close our 

day with 

worship, we 

ask for God’s 

mercy for a 

wide variety 

of people. 

Please Stand 

 
Prayers 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your 
church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve 
and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with 
every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, 
justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, 
O Lord: 
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M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, 
for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin 
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us 
your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly 
kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now 
commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

 

  Special Prayers may be spoken here. 

 
Lord Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayer for Peace 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come 
from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that 
we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

 
Song of Simeon 

 Nunc Dimittis 

This prayer 

comes to us 

from the 

early 

Christian 

Church. 

This 

traditional 

song used in 

evening 

worship 

weaves 

together 

thoughts of 

preparation, 

forgiveness, 

and praise. 

Seeing Jesus 

in his Word 

gives us joy 

as we close 

our day. 
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Blessing 

M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

 
  Please Be Seated 

 
Closing Hymn 

 784 | Now the Light Has Gone Away 
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March 22 

Ezekiel 4 
Defiled People 

 
 

March 29 

Ezekiel 16 
Salvation for the Utterly Helpless 

“I have done as you commanded.” 
Ezekiel 9:11 

 

Pictures of Jesus in Ezekiel 




